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REGULATIONS UNDER TIMBER AND STONE LAW. 



Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington^ D. C, September SO, 19^2. 

IteGISTERS AND RECEIVERS, 

United States Lamd Offices, 
Sirs: The regulations under the act of June 3,1878 (20 Stat., 89), 
and amendatory acts, commonly known as the timber and stone law, 
which regulations were revised January 2, 1914 (43 L. D., 37), and 
reprinted with amendments on March 1, 1916, are hereby revised 
and modified, as follows : ^ 

PBrOVISION FOB APPRAISEMENT. 

1. Any land subject to sale under the foregoing acts may, under 
the direction of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, upon 

! application or otherwise, be appraised by smallest legal subdivisions, 
\^ at their reasonable value, but at not less than $2.50 per acre; and 

hereafter no sales shall be made under said acts except as provided 

in these regulations. 

CHAKACTEB OF LANDS SUBJECT TO ENTBY. 

2. All unreserved, unappropriated, nonmineral, surveyed public 
lands within the public-land States, Avhich are valuable chiefly for 
the timber or stone thereon and unfit for cultivation at the date of 
sale, may be sold under this act at their appraised value, but in no 

' case at less than $2.50 per acre, in contiguous legal subdivisions upon 
which there is no existing mining claim or the improvements of any 
bona fide settler claiming under the public land laws. The act 
specifically prohibits the making of entries thereunder for land con- 
taining valuable deposits of gold, silver, cinnabar, copper, or coal, 
but entries thereunder may be allowed under the act of July 17, 

» The principal changes consist of the elimination of the provision relating to the rights 
of applicants if the land applied for is not appraised within nine months from the date 
of filing of the application, and of inserting a provision to the effect that lands within the 
known geologic structures of producing oil or gas fields, or embraced in applications for 
oil and gas prospecting permits, or in permits or lea£es gi'anted, are not subject to 
entry under the timber and stone law until and unless the Secretary of the Interior 
shall determine that the surface of the lands may be disposed of without detriment to 
the public interest. For changes made, see paragraphs 2, 8, 14, 23, and 27t. 
11658"-— 22 (3) 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 

,587420 



1914 (38 Stat., 509), for land withdrawn or classified as valuable for 
phosphate, nitrate, potash, oil, gas, or asphaltic minerals, or which 
are valuable for those deposits, provided the applicant files his con- 
sent, witnessed by two persons or acknowledged before an officer hav- 
ing an official seal, to have the entry stand subject to the provisions 
and limitations of said act. However, lands within the known 
geologic structures of producing oil or gas fields, or embraced in 
applications for oil and gas prospecting permits, or in permits or 
leases granted, are not subject to entry hereunder until and unless 
the Secretary of the Interior shall determine that the surface of the 
lands may be disposed of witliout detriment to the public interest. 
The terms used in this, paragraph may be defined substantially as 
follows for the purpose of construing and applying this law : 

(a) Unresei^ved and unappropriated lands are lands which are not 
included withiu any military, Indian, or other reservation, or in a 
national forest, or in a withdrawal by the Government for reclama- 
tion or other purposes, or which are not covered or embraced in any 
entry, location, selection, or filing which withdraws them from tho 
public domain. 

(&) Unoccupied lands are lands belonging to the United States 
upon which there are no improvements belonging to any person who 
has initiated and is properly maintaining a valid mining or other 
claim to such lands under the public -land laws. Abandoned and 
unused mines, shafts, tunnels, or buildings occupied by mere tres- 
passers not seeking title under any law of the United States do not 
prevent timber and stone entries if the land is otherwise capable of 
being so entered. 

{c) Nonmineral Imids are such lands as are not known to contain 
any substance recognized and classed by standard authorities as min- 
eral, in such quantities and of such qualities as would, with reason- 
able prospects of success in developing a paying mine thereon, induce 
a person of ordinary prudence to expend the time and money neces- 
sary to such development. 

{d) Timber is defined as trees of such kind and quantity, regard- 
less of size, as may be used in constructing buildings, irrigation 
works, railroads, telegraph and telephone lines, tramways, canals, or 
fences, or in timbering shafts and tunnels or in manufacturing, but 
does not include trees suitable for fuel only. 

{e) Lands valuable chiefly for tirnher^ but unfit for cultivation, are 
lands which are more valuable for timber than they are for cultiva- 
tion in the condition in which they exist at the date of the application 
to purchase, and therefore include lands which could be made mora 
valuable for cultivation by cutting and clearing them of timber. 
The relative values for timber or cultivation must be determined 
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from conditions of the land existing at the date of the application to 
purchase. 

3. Lands may be entered under the timber and stone acts, except 
as denied by special laws, in all of the public-land States; but such 
entries may not be made in Alaska. 

BY WHOM ENTRIES MAY BE MADK 

4. One timber and stone entry may be made for not more than 160 
acres (a) by any person who is a citizen of the United States, or who 
has declared his intention to become such citizen, if he is not under 
21 years of age, and has not already exhausted his right by reason of 
a former application for an entry of that kind, or has not already 
acquired title to or is not claiming under the homestead or desert 
land laws through settlement or entry made since August 30, 1890, 
any other lands which, with the land he applies for, would aggregate 
more than 320 acres; or (b) by an association of such persons; or (o) 
by a corporation, each of whose stockholders is so qualified. 

5. A married woman may make entry if the laws of the State in 
which she applies permit married women to purchase and hold for 
themselves real estate, but she must make the entry for her own ben- 
efit and not in the interest of her husband or any other person. 

METHOD OF OBTAINING TITLE. 

6. Any qualified pei*son may obtain title under the timber and 
stone law by performing the following acts: (a) Personally exam- 
ining the land desired; (6) presenting an application and sworn 
statement, accompanied by a filing fee of $10; (c) depositing with 
the receiver the appraised price of the land; (d) publishing notice 
of his application and proof; (e) making final proof. 

7. Examination of the land must be made by the applicant in 
person not more than 30 days before the date of his application, in 
•rder that he may knowingly swear to its character and condition. 

APPLICATION AND SWORN STATEMENT: DEPOSIT. 

8. Tlie application and sworn statement (Form 4-522) must con- 
tain the applicant's estimate of the timber, based on examination, 
and his valuation of the land and the timber thereon, by separate 
items. It must be executed in duplicate, after having been read to or 
by the applicant, in the presence of the officer administering the 
oath, and sworn to by him before such officer, and may be either the 
register or the receiver of the land district in which the land is lo- 
cated, a United States commissioner, a judge or a clerk of a court of 
record in the county or parish in which the land is situated, or one 
of these officers outside of that county or parish, if he is nearer and 
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more accessible to the land than any other qualified officer and has 
his office or place of business within the land district in which the 
land is located. Each applicant must, at the time he presents his 
application and sworn statement, deposit with the receiver a filing 
fee of $10. The application must be filed in the district land office 
or deposited in the mails within 10 days after its execution. 

9. Applications by associations or corporations must, in addition to 
the facts recited in the foregoing statement, show that each person 
forming the association or holding stock in the corporation is qual- 
ified to make entry in his own right and that he is not a member of 
any other association or a stockholder in any other corporation which 
has filed an application or sworn statement for other lands under the 
timber and stone laws. 

DISPOSITION OF APPLICATION. 

10. After application and deposit have been filed in proper form, 
as required by these regulations, the register and receiver will at once 
forward one copy of the application to the chief of field division 
having jurisdiction of the land described, who, if he finds legal ob- 
jection to the allowance of the application, will return it to them 
with report thereon. The register and receiver will, if they concur in 
an adverse recommendation of the chief of field division, dismiss or 
deny the application, subject to the applicant's right of appeal ; but 
if they disagree with his recommendation they will forward the record 
to the Commissioner o^ the General Land Office, with their report 
and opinion thereon, for such action as he may deem advisable. 

If the chief of field division finds no such legal objection to the 
application, he shall cause the lands applied for to be appraised by an 
officer or employee of the Government, using Form 4-526. 

APPRAISEMENT: METHOD. 

11. Tlie officer or employee designated to make the appraisement 
must personally visit the lands to be appraised and thoroughly exam- 
ine every legal subdivision thereof, and the timber thereon, and 
appraise separately the several kinds of timber at their stumpage 
value, and the land independent of the timber at its value at the 
time of appraisement, but the total appraisement of both land and 
timber must not be less than $2.50 per acre. He must, in making his 
report, consider the quantity, quality, accessibility, and any other 
elements of the value of the land and the timber thereon. The 
appraisement must be made by smallest legal subdivisions, or the 
report must show that the valuation of the land and the estimate of 
the timber apply to each and every subdivision appraised. 
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APFBAISEMENT: MANNEB OF BETUBN: APPBOVAIi^ 

12. The completed appraisement must be mailed or delivered per- 
iBonally to the chief of field division under whose supervision it was 
made, and not to the applicant. Each appraisement upon which an 
entry is to be allowed must be approved, respectively or conjointly, 
as provided in these regulations, by the chief of field division under 
whose supervision it was made, by the register and receiver who 
allow the entry, or by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

AFPBAISEMENT: DISAGBEEMENT BETWEEN APFBAISINO AND 
AFFBOVING OFFICEBS: HOW DETEBMINED. 

13. The chief of field division will return to the appraiser, with 
his objections, an appraisement which he deems materially low or 
high, and the appraiser shall within 20 days from the receipt thereof, 
resubmit the papers, with such modifications or explanations as he 
may deem advisable or proper, upon receipt of which the chief of 
field division will either approve the schedule as then submitted or 
forward the papers to the register or receiver with his memoran- 
dum of objection. The register and receiver will thereupon consider 
the case. If they approve the appraisement, they will sign the cer- 
tificate appended thereto and advise the chief of field division 
thereof. If the register and receiver approve the objection of the 
chief of field division, they will so indicate, and if the appraising 
officer is an employee of the Interior Department, under the super- 
vision of the chief of field division, they will return the papers to 
the chief of field division, who will thereupon order a new appraise- 
ment by a different officer. If, however, the register and receiver 
approve the objection of the chief of field division, when the ap- 
praiser is an officer of another bureau of this department or of an- 
other department, they Avill forward the record of the case to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, who will then determine 
the controversy. 

AFFBAISEMENT: NOTATION AND EFFECT THEBEOF. 

14. When the appraisement is completed, the register and receiver 
will note the price on their records, and for one year after the date 
of the appraisal the land may be sold at such price. After the lapse 
of one year an application under the act will be referred to the chief 
of field division for report and recommendation as to whether the 
conditions then existing demand a new appraisal. 

NOTICE OF AFFBAISEMENT: FAYMENT OB FBOTEST. 

15. If the appraisement shows the land, or any subdivision thereof, 
to be subject to entry, the register and receiver will note its appraised 
price on their records, and will immediately inform the ai)plicant 
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(::>]Ti<r Form 4-524) that he must, within 30 days from service of 
r.^iioe, dejwsit with the receiver, either in lawful money, in poet- 
i\!:oe money orders payable to the receiver, in certified checks drawn 
:r. fivor of the receiver which can be cashed without cost to the 
GvnommonU or as provided in paragraph 34 hereof, the appraised 
vr.vv of tlie land, or of said part, and the timber thereon, or within 
su i lime file his protest against the appraisement, depositing with 
itie n?t*^i\*er a sum sufficient to defray the expenses of a reappraise* 
itivut (which sum, not less than $100, must be fixed by the register 
*«d r<?<^iTer and specified in the notice to the applicant), together 
with his application for reappraisement at his own expense. 

16k If the register and receiver reject the application as to part or 
ail ol the land, upon the ground that the appraisement shows it not 
to be subject to timber and stone entry, applicant may within 30 
days submit a showing by affidavit, corroborated by at least two wit- 
n^^eses having actual knowledge of the character of the land, setting 
forth facts which tend to disprove the appraisement and that it is 
chiefly valuable for the timber and stone thereon, and if a prima facie 
showing is made, thereupon a hearing shall be ordered to determine 
the facts, after a date has been fixed for the same by agreement be- 
tween the chief of field division and the register and receiver. Notice 
must be given by registered letter and the envelope should be marked 
for return if not delivered within 30 days. If notice be returned 
after being held in the post office for 30 days, such proceedings will 
constitute constructive notice for 30 days. After 30 days' notice has 
been had, if no deposit of the price has been made, or protest again^ 
the appraisement has been filed as to lands found subject to entry, 
and no application for hearing or appeal has been filed as to lands 
found not subject to entry, the register and receiver shall close the 
case oh their records, all rights under the application being termi- 
nated without notice. 

OBJECTION TO APPBAISEMENT : APPLICATION FOB 
BEAPPBAISEMENT. 

17. Any applicant filing his protest against an appraisement, and 
his application for reappraisement, must support it by his affidavit, 
corroborated by two competent, credible, and disinterested persons, 
in which he must set forth specifically his objections to the appraise- 
ment. He must indicate his consent that the amount deposited by 
him for the reappraisement, or such part thereof as is necessary, may 
be expended therefor, without any claim on his part for a refund or 
return of the money thus expended. 

BEAPPBAISEMENT. 

18. Upon the receipt of a protest against appraisement and appli- 
cation for reappraisement conforming to the regulations herein, the 
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register and receiver will transmit such protest and application td 
ttke chief of field division, who will cause the reappraisenaent to be 
made by some officer other than the one making the original appraise- 
ment. The procedure provided herein for appraisement will be fol- 
lowed for reappraisement, except the latter, if differing from the 
farmer, must, to give it effect, be approved both by the chief of field 
division and the register and receiver, or, in case of disagreement 
between them, by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

NOTICE OF APPRAISEMENT. 

19. When a reappraisement is finally effected, the register and 
receiver will note the reappraised price on their records, and at once 
notify th6 applicant (using Form 4-525) that he must, within 30 
days from the date of notice, deposit with the receiver the amount 
fixed by such reappraisement for the sale of the land, or thereafter, 
and without notice, forfeit all rights under his application. 

COST OE MAKING REAPPRAISEMENT. 

20. The officer or employee of the United States making the 
reappraisement shall be paid from the amount deposited with the 
receiver by the applicant therefor, the salary, per diem, and other 
expenses to which he would have been entitled from the Govern- 
ment, in the case of an original appraisement, for his services for the 
time he was engaged in making and returning the reappraisement. 
The receiver will, out of the money deposited by the applicant, pay 
such compensation including reasonable expenses for subsistence, 
transportation, and necessary assistants ; and the officer will deduct 
from his expense account with the Government the amount which 
he has received from the receiver for such services. The receiver 
will return to the applicant the amount, if any, remaining on deposit 
with hiaa after paying the expenses of said reappraisement. 

FINAL PROOF. 

21. After the appraisement or reappraisement and deposit of 
purchase money and fee have been made the register will fix a time 
and place for the offering of final proof, and name the officer before 
whom it shall be offered and post a notice (Form 4^-348e) thereof 
in the land office and deliver a copy of the notice (Form 4-348f) to 
the applicant, to be by him and at his expense published in the 
newspaper of accredited standing and general circulation published 
nearest the land applied for. This notice must be continuously 
puWished in the paper for 60 days prior to the date named therein 
as the day upon which final proof must be offered. 
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TIME, PLACE, AND METHOD OF MAKING FINAL PBOOI*. 

22. Final proof (using Form 4-370a) should be made at the time 
and place mentioned in the notice, and, as a part thereof, evidence 
of publication, as required by the previous paragraph, should also 
be filed. If final proof is not made on that day or within 10 days 
thereafter, the applicant may lose his right to complete entry of the 
land. Upon satisfactory showing, however, explaining the cause 
of his failure to make the proof as above required, and in the ab- 
sence of adverse claim, the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office may authorize him to readvertise and complete entry under 
his previous application. 

23. If an applicant dies after the filing of an allowable appli- 
cation hereunder, his heirs will be permitted to make proof and 
payment, but patent will issue to the heirs of the applicant. 

FINAL ENTBY. 

24. After an appraisement or reappraisement has been approved, 
the payments made, and satisfactory proof submitted in any case as 
required by these regulations, the register and receiver will, if no 
protest or contest is pending, allow a final entry. 

GENEBAL PBOVISIONS. 

CONTESTS AND PROTESTS. 

25. Protest may be filed at any time before an entry is allowed, 
and contest may be filed at any time before patent issues, by any per- 
son who will furnish the register and receiver with a corroborated 
affidavit alleging facts sufficient to cause the cancellation of the entry, 
and will pay the cost of contest. 

FALSE SWEARING — FORFEITURE. 

26. If an applicant swear falsely in his application or sworn state- 
ment, he will be liable to indictment and punishment for perjury; 
and if he be guilty of false swearing or attempted fraud in connection 
with his eflforts to obtain title, his application and entry will be dis- 
allowed and all moneys paid by him will be forfeited to the Govern- 
ment, and his rights under the timber and stone acts will be ex- 
hausted. 

EFFECTI OF APPLICATION TO PURCHASE. 

27. The filing of an application hereunder, for land subject there- 
to, and to the completion of which the Government interposes no ob- 
stacle, exhausts the right of the applicant under the act. 

28. After an application has been presented hereunder no other 
person will be permitted to file on the land embraced therein under 
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any public-land law until such application shall have been finally 
disposed of adverse to the applicant. 

29. Lands appraised or reappraised hereunder, but not sold, may, 
upon the final disallowance of the application, be entered by any 
qixalified person, under the provisions of the timber and stone laws, 
at its appraised or reappraised value, if subject thereto. 

30. Lands applied for but not appraised and not entered under 
these regulations may, when the rights of the applicant are finally 
terminated, be disposed of as though such application had not been 
filed. 

31. Any lands which have not been reappraised may be reappraised 
upon the request of an applicant therefor under these regulations 
-who complies with the requirements of section 17 hereof. 

32. An applicant securing a reappraisement under these regula* 
tions shall acquire thereby no right or privilege except that of pur- 
chasing the lands at their reappraised value, if he is qualified, and 
if the la'nds are subject to sale under his application; and he must 
otherwise comply with these regulations, but shall not, in any event, 
be entitled to the return of any money deposited by him and ex- 
pended in such reappraisement. 

38. The Commissioner of the General Land Office may at any time 
direct the reappraisement of any tract or tracts of public lands, 
when, in his opinion, the conditions warrant such action. 

34. Unsatisfied military boimty land warrants under any act of 
Congress and unsatisfied indemnity certificates of location under the 
act 6t Congress approved June 2, 1858, properly assigned to the 
applicant, shall be receivable as cash in payment or part payment 
for lands purchased hereunder at the rate of $1.25 per acre. 

35. The forms mentioned herein shall be a part of these regula- 
tions. 

ENTRY OF STONE LANDS. 

36. The foregoing regulations apply to entries of lands chiefly 
valuable for stone, and the forms herein prescribed can be modified 
in such manner as may be necessary to the making of entries of stone 
lands. 

rOEMER REGULATIONS REVOKED. 

37. All former regulations, dedsions, and practices in conflict with 
these regulations are hereby revoked. 

Very respectfully, 

William Spry, Commissioner^ 
Approved : 

E. C. Finney, 

First Assistant Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 

Acts relating to Timber and Stone Entries. 

AN ACT For the sale of timber lands in the States of California, Oregon, 
Nevada, and in Washington Territory. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress ass&nibled^ That surveyed 
public lands of the United States within the States of California, 
Oregon, and Nevada, and in Washington Territory, not included 
within military, Indian, or other reservations of the United States, 
valuable chiefly for timber, but unfit for cultivation, and which have 
not been offered at public sale, according to law, may be sold to 
citizens of the United States, or persons who have declared their 
intention to become such, in quantities not exceeding one hundred 
and sixty acres to any one person or association of persons, at the 
minimum price of two dollars and fifty cents per acre; and lands 
valuable chiefly for stone may be sold on the same terms as timber 
lands : Provided^ That nothing herein contained shall defeat or im- 
pair any bona fide claim under any law of the United States, 
or authorize the sale of any mining claim, or the improvements of 
any bona fide settler, or lands containing gold, silver, cinnabar, 
copper, or coal, or lands selected by the said States under any law 
of the United States donating lands for internal improvements, 
education, or other purposes: And provided further^ That none of 
the rights conferred by the act approved July^ twenty-sixth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty -six, entitled "An act granting the right of way to 
ditch and canal owners over the public lands, and for other pur- 
poses," shall be abrogated by this act ; and all patents granted shall 
be subject to any vested and accrued water rights, or rights to ditches 
and reservoirs ilsed in connection with such water rights, as may have 
been acquired under and by the provisions of said act ; and such 
rights shall be expressly reserved in any patent issued under this act. 

Sec. 2. That any person desiring to avail himself of the provisions 
of this act shall file with the register of the proper district a written 
statement in duplicate, one of which is to be transmitted to the 
General Land Office, designating by legal subdivisions the particular 
tract of land he desires to purchase, setting forth that the same is 
unfit for cultivation, and valuable chiefly for its timber or stone ; that 
it is uninhabited; contains no mining or other improvements, ex- 
cept for ditch or canal purposes, where any such do exist, save such 
as were made by or belonged to the applicant, nor, as deponent verily 
believes, any valuable deposit of gold, silver, cinnabar, copper, or 
coal; that deponent has made no other application under this act; 
that he does not apply to purchase the same on speculation, but in 
good faith to appropriate it to his own exclusive use and benefit, and 
that he has not, directly or indirectly, made any agreement or con- 

(12) 
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tract in any way or manner, with any person or persons whatsoever, 
by "which the title which he might acquire from the Government of 
th.e United States should inure, in whole or in part, to the benefit of 
any person except himself; which statement must be verified by 
the oath of the applicant before the register or the receiver 
of the land office within the district where the land is situated ; and 
if any person taking such oath shall swear falsely in the premises, 
he shall be subject to all the pains and penalties of perjury, and shall 
forfeit the money which he may have paid for said lands, and all 
right and title to the same ; and any grant or conveyance which he 
may have made, except in the hands of bona tide purchasers, shall 
be null and void. 

Seo. 3. That upon the filing of said statement, as provided in the 
second section of this act, the register of the land office shall post a 
notice of such application, embracing a description of the land by 
legal subdivisions, in his office, for a period of sixty days, and shall 
furnish the applicant a copy of the same for publication, at the 
expense of such applicant, in a newspaper published nearest the loca- 
tion of the premises, for a like period of time ; and after the expiration 
of said sixty days, if no adverse claim shall have been filed, the person, 
desiring to purchase shall furnish to the register of the land office 
satisfactory evidence, first, that said notice of the application pre- 
pared by the register as aforesaid was duly published m a newspaper 
as herein required ; secondly, that the land is of the character con- 
templated in this act, imoccupied and without improvements, other 
than those excepted, either mining or agricultural, and that it appar- 
ently contains no valuable deposits of gold, silver, cinnebar, copper, 
or coal ; and upon pajrment to the proper officer of the purchase money 
of said land, together with the fees of the register and the receiver, 
as provided for in case of mining claims in the twelfth section of 
the act approved May tenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, the 
applicant may be permitted to enter said tract, and, on the trans- 
mission to the General Land Office of the papers and testimony in the 
case, a patent shall issue thereon : Provided^ That any person having 
a valid claim to any portion of the land may object, in writing, to the 
issuance of a patent to lands so held by him, stating the nature of his 
claim thereto; and evidence shall be taken and the merits of said 
objection ^hall be determined by the officers of the land office, su|)ject 
to appeal, as in other land cases. Effect shall be given to the fore- 
going provisions of this act by regulations to be prescribed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

« * * * • * He 4: 

Sec. 6. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed. 
Approved, June 3, 1878. (20 -Stat., 89.) 



AN ACT To authorize the entry of lands chiefly valuable for building stone 
under the placer mining laws. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That any person 
authorized to enter lands under the mining la^s oi the United States 
may enter lands that are chiefly valuable for building stone under 
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the provisions of the law in relation to placer mineral claims: Pr». 
vided^ That lands reserved for the benefit of the public schools or 
donated to any State shall not be subject to entry under this act. 

Sec. 2. That an act entitled "An act for the sale of timber lands 
in the States of California, Oregon, Nevada, and Washington Terri- 
tory," approved June third, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, be, 
and the same is hereby, amended by striking out the words State 
of California, Oregon, Nevada, and Washington Territory," where 
the same occur in the second and third lines of said act, and insert 
in lieu thereof the words " public-land States," the purpose of this 
act being to make said act of June third, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, applicable to all the public-land States. 

Sec. 3. That nothing in this act shall be construed to repeal section 
twenty- four of the act entitled " An act to repeal timber-culture laws, 
and for other purposes," approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-one. 

Approved August 4, 1892. (27 Stat., 348.) 



AN ACT To provide for the location and satisfaction of outstanding military 
bounty land warrants and certificates of location under section tliree of the act 
approved June second, eighteen hundred and fifty -eight. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representaiives of th 
United States of America in Congress assenibled^ That in addition to 
the benefits now given thereto by law, all unsatisfied military bounty 
land warrants under any act of Congress, and unsatisfied indemnity 
certificates of location under the act of Congress approved June 
second, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, whether heretofore or 
hereafter issued, shall be receivable at the rate of $1.25 per, acre in 
payment or part pavment for ainy lands entered under the desert-land 
law of March third, eighteen hundred and eighty- [seventy-'] seven, 
entitled "An act to provide for the sale of desert lands in certain 
States and Territories." and the amendments thereto, the timber- 
culture law of March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, 
entitled " An act to encourage the growth of timber on the Western 
prairies," and the amendments thereto ; the timber and stone law of 
June third, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, entitled " An act for 
the sale of timber lands in the States of California, Oregon, Ne- 
braska, and Washington Territory," and the amendment thereto, or 
for lands which may be sold at public auction, except such lands as 
shall have been purchased from any Indian tribe within ten years last 
past. 

Approved, December 13, 1894. (28 Stat., 594.) 



AN ACT To abolish the distinction between offered and unoffered lands, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
United States of America in Congress assembled ^ That in- cases ariging 
from and after the passage of this act the distinction now obtaining 
in the statutes between offered and unoffered lands shall no longer be 
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made in passing upon subsisting preemption claims, in disposing of 
blie public lands under the homestead laws, and under the timber and 
stone law of June third, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, as ex- 
tended by the act of August fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
tw^o, but in all such cases hereafter arisiiig the land iii question shall 
be treated as unoffered, without regard to whether it may have 
actually been at some time offered or not. 

* * * » ♦ » 

Approved, May 18, 1898. (30 Stat., 418.) 



AN ACT Making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government 
for tile fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and other purposes. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representaiivea of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled^ 

* 4: * « * * « 

No person who shall, after the passage of this act, enter upon any 
of the public lands with a view to occupation, entry, or settlement 
under any of the land laws shall be permitted to acquire title to 
more than three hundred and twenty acres in the aggregate, under 
all of said laws, but this limitation shall not operate to curtail the 
right of any person who has heretofore made entry or settlement on 
the public lands, or whose occupation, entry, or settlement is vali- 
dated by this act : Provided, That in all patents for lands hereafter 
taken up under any of the land laws of the United States or on 
entries or claims validated by this act, west of the one hundredth 
meridian, it shall be expressed that there is reserved from the lands 
in said patent described a right of way thereon for ditches or canals 
constructed by the authority of the United States. 

Approved, August 30, 1890. (26 Stat.; 391.) 



AN ACT To repeal the timber-culture laws, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

* * * ■ * * * * 

Sec. 17. That reservoir sites located or selected and to be located 
and selected under the provisions of " An act making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, and for 
other purposes," and amendments thereto, shall be restricted to 
and shall contain only so much land as is actually necessary for the 
construction and maintenance of reservoirs, excluding so far as 
practicable lands occupied by actual settlers at the date of the loca- 
tion of said reservoirs ; and that the provisions of " An act making 
appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
iS^al year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and for other purposes," which reads as follows, viz: "No person 
who shall after the passage of this act enter upon any of the public 
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l^Lttiis with a view to occupation, entry, or settlem^Git under an; 
the land laws shall be permitted to acquire title to more than 
hundred and twenty acres in the aggregate under all said la^ 
shall be construed to include in the maximum amount of lands 
title to which is permitted to be acquired by one person only a|^ 
cultural lands, and not include lands entered or sought to be enter 
under mineral-land laws. 

Approved, March 3, 1891. (26 Stat., 1095.) 



The 320-acre limitation provided by the above acts of August 3 
1890 (26 Stat, 391), and March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., 1095), applies 
timber and stone entries. (33 L. D.^ 539, 605.) 

o 
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